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prayer and receive that strength and sympathy and consola-
tion and help we so much need. Let us live in the presence of
the Father and the Son who have promised to abide with us.
It will sweeten our days and comfort our nights and ease our
burdens and lighten our cares and brighten our hopes, and, in
a word. it will lift us up above the world into a higher and
purer atmosphere. Such is the will of heaven concerning us:
let us appreciate and avail ourselves of the privilege.

By all the encouragements of precept and example, the
Lord assures us that the fervent prayer of a righteous man (a
justified and conscerated child of God) availeth much. (Jas.
3:16) We aie urged also to come in faith. Jesus said, “If
ve have faith and doubt not, . . . . all things whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” (Matt. 21:22)
As he was addressing Lis consecrated disciples, it must of
course he understood that all their petitions would be subjected
to divine wisdom, and therefore the answers to their prayers,
though always sure, might not always be in the way expected,
but they would always be considered and answered in some
way for their highest good. :

What a blessed privilege, dear fellow-disciples of the Lord,
is ours, to be instant in prayer, to pray always—to lift up our
hearts and minds to God at any time and in any place and to
realize thus daily and hourly that the Father and our dear
Lord Jesus continually abide with us. And then, when the
active duties of the day have been performed under his eye
and supervision, or at any time when the soul realizes its
necessity, how precious is the privilege of entering into our
closets and there alone with God unburdening our hearts at
the throue of grace.

While secret prayer is the blessed privilege of every child
of God, and one without which his spiritual life cannot be
sustained, it is also the privilege of Christians to unite their
petitions at the throne of grace. This united prayer is spe-
cially commended by the Lord. (Matt. 18:19) “Again I say
unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father; for where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”

With such promises as these, together with an experience
of their fulfilment, who can doubt the love and favor of our
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God and of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ? Therefore
let us be encouraged to pray always and not to faint when
the answers seem to tarry long, for time is often required to
work out the deep designs of an allwise and loving Providence.
Remember the words of the angel to Daniel. Daniel said,
“While I was speaking and praying and confessing my sin
and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplica-
tion before the Lord my God, for the ho]y mountain of my
God; yea, while I was speaking in prayer,” the answer came
by the hand of an angel who said, “O Daniel, I am now come
forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning of
thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am
come to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved.”—Dan. 9:
20-23.

On another occasion, when Daniel had mourned three weeks,
fasting and praying, because of his inability to understand,
the angel of the Lord came and eaid, “Fear not, Daniel, for
from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under-
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were
heard, and I am come for thy words”—Dan. 10:2, 3, 10-12.

Even so shall it ever be with all the beloved of the Lord.
at the beginning of our supplications God begins to set in
operation the influences and to shape the circumstances which
are designed to work out the intended blessing for us—if we
faint not, but continue instant in prayer, thereby evincing
our continued earnestness of desire, and if we confess our
sins, and set our hearts to understand, and chasten ourselves
before him. How many prayers are not heard or are hin-
dered because the one who asks does not first purify himself
of evil in his own heart? “Ye ask, and receive not, because
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts;” i. e,
you ask selfishly and without regard to the will of God. (Jas.
4:3) But to the chastened and sanctified comes the promise
—“Before they call [reading the desire of the heart even
before it finds expression in words] I will answer [will begin
80 to shape events as to bring the answer soon or later]; and
while they are yet speaking I will hear.” (Isa. 65:23, 24)
While this is in connection with a prophecy relating to the
Lord’s people in the Millennial age, it nevertheless is true of
all his faithful ones of this age. Praise the Lord for all his
loving kindness to even the least of his lowly children'

CONCERNING PROFITABLE MEETINGS

We have received a number of requests from friends of the
truth for advice as to the most profitable methods of con-
ducting meetings. One brother writes:

“A few brethren who have been reading DAWN express
their willingness to meet somewhere to study in consecutive
order, and I ask suggestions for a plan suited to beginners.
Pray for us, that we may commence this study in the right
way, and be the recipients of many blessings.

“Yours in the faith, J. W, McLANE.”

Another brother recently removed to a new neighborhood
8ays:

y“I find in this locality a fine field for labor. Several here
to whom ) have given tracts already manifest interest. I
have conversed freely with them on Bible subjects, and have
their promise to attend meetings at my house. So if you can
aid me by suggestions I will be thankful.

“I am, dear brother, yours in the service of the Master,

“JosHUA L. GREEN.”

Another Brother writes:—

“We have a number of persons here who wish to assemble
themselves together for worship. We would be pleased to
have some instructions from you as to how to go ahout it.

“I hope you can give us some way which will be satis-
factory. Some of us have left the churches and are now
free from all precepts:of men. To speak for myself, I left the
Presbyterian church.

“Yours in Christ, C. C. FLEMING.”

We are glad to note the increasing desire for the study of
God’s plan of the ages; and also to see that the importance
of method and order are recognized in this. We give our
advice as follows:—

(1) You would best first re-read some things already
written which bear upon this subject—in our issues of May
1, °93, page 131; Sept. *93, page 259; Oct. 15, ’93, page 307;
Mar. 1, '04, page 73; April 1, 05, page 78; May 1, ’95,
page 109.

(2) Beware of “organization.”” It is wholly unnecessary.
The Bible rules will be the only rules you will need. Do mnot
seek to bind others’ consciences, and do not permit others to
bind yours. Believe and obey so far as you can understand
God’s” Word today, and so continue growing in grace and
knowledge and love day by day.

(3) The Bible instructs you whom to fellowslup an
“brethren;”’—only believers who are seeking to walk, not
after the flesh, but after the spirit. Not believers of any
and every thing, but believers of the Gospel record-—that
mankind is fallen into sin and its penalty, death, and that
only in Christ is there salvation, “through faith in his
blood” “shed for the remission of sins,” as “a ransom [a
corresponding price] for all” Any who merely believe in
Christ as a noble and good person, a grand example of
righteous living, etc., may be agreeable as neighbors or busi-
ness acquaintances, but they are not “believers,” and hence are
not “brethren,” any more than are Jews, Mohammedaus,
Infidels, publicans and sinners—for practically these also so
acknowledge him.

(4) You come together, then, as God’s children, bought
back from sin and death with the great price, and resolved
henceforth to live not unto yourselves, but unto him who died
for you. (2 Cor. 5:15) Your meetings should have certain
objects in view, viz:—

(a) Worship, praise and prayer.

(b) Mutual helpfulness in waging victorious warfare
against the world, the flesh and the devil within and without.

(¢) And to these ends you meet also for the study of
God’s Word, which he provided for our instruction and help
in the narrow way which leads to those blessings prepared
by him for those who love him and who demonstrate their
love by their efforts to serve, honor and obey him.

(5) Thus seen, a knowledge of doctrines is not our
ultimate object in meeting, but the building up of characters,
which, as attempted copies of the character of God’s dear Son,
will be “accepted in the Beloved.” But God declares that
knowledge of the doctrines which he has revealed in his Word
will be of great value to us in our endeavors to grow in his
grace.

Hence, after worship, praise and prayer, Bible study should
be recognized in its two parts,—(a) The study of God’s plan,
~—what he tells us he is doing for us and for the world; what
he has done; and what he will yet do; that we may be
enabled as sons to enter into the very spirit of the great
work of God and be intelligent co-workers with him. (b) The
study of our duties and privileges in God’s service, toward
each other and toward those that are without, to the end that
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we may build up such characters as would be pleasing and
acceptable to God now and in the age to come,

And since for general convenience these meetings should
not last much longer than from one and a half to two hours,
it will generally be found best to have at least two meetings
per week, one for the consideration of Christian graces and
testimony and mutual helpfulness; and the other for Bible
study. And at every meeting our songs and prayers of
thankful wership should ascend as incense before God; and in
this worship all should share.

Amongst us, as in the early church, the preaching of
formal discourses is the exception, rather than the rule. The
exception should be where some brother has the necessary
qualifications—clear appreciation of the truth and ability to
set it forth so as to be helpful to the Lord’s flock, with
qualifications also of voice, education, cte., and withal, surely
one who is meek and not likely to become puffed up, or to
preach himself, rather than the cross of Christ.

But, whether there be preaching or no preaching, the other
meetings, in which all can and should take part (both brethren
and sisters), should be kept up; and each of the saints (con-
secrated “believers”) should seek in them to do good, as well
as to get good.—See Rom. 14:19; Eph. 4:11-32; 1 Thes. 5:11.

(6) What shall be our standard by which we may know
the truth and prove it? We answer, “The Word of God is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instrue-
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect-
ed [in knowledge and conduct], thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”—2 Tim, 3:16, 17.
~~"But how shall we understand the Bible? Tor centuries
good men as well as bad men have searched its pages. The
former have found therein blessings, it is true, but so far as
doctrines are concerned only confusion; satisfactory plan,
order, justive and wisdom none have ever found there in all
that time. The due time for the mystery of God’s plan fo be
finished had not yet come; and it was “sealed up,” “hidden,”
until that due time. But now we who are living in the time
of “the cleansing of the Sanctuary,”* and particularly since
the time of blessedness at the end of the 1335 days t—in the
present harvest, and in the beginning of the sounding of the
Seventh Trumpet—we have a very different experience from
the saints of past times. To us it is given to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of God, which many prophets and many
righteous persons of the past were not privileged fo see.
Thank God for the light of present truth! Now we can see
a plan of God—a plan which covers every detail of history
past, and of revelation future; a plan that is complete—lack-
ing and disjointed at nmo part; a plan that is in strictest
conformity with divine justice, wisdom, power and love, and
with every text of the divine Word; and which thus proves
itself to be not only a reasonable plan, but the plan of God,
in comparison with which all other theories and plans are
defective and evidently erroneous, out of harmony with the
divine attributes and with the divine Word.

Those who have come to an understanding of the plan of
the ages recognize it as of divine and not of human origination.
1t is the key to the mysteries of God which God himself has
provided, and for which we all unite in rendering to him all
praise. Its light is that of the millennial dawn, bringing with
it peace and joy to thousands, We give all praise and honor
to the divine author from whom cometh every good and perfect
gift, and who thus, according to his promise (Luke 12:37),
continues to feed his church with spiritual “meat in due
season.” God, still our teacher, uses as heretofore inmstru-
mentalities, and has provided for his people’s instruction and
use the orderly presentations of MILLENNIAL DAWN to point
out to them his plan of the ages, and the duties and privi-
leges of this “harvest” time: because the “due time” has come
for “the mystery” to be finished. (Rev. 10:7) And those
who have received instruction in the Word, in private, through
the use of MILLENNIAL DAWN as a teaching sent of God (Eph.
4:11-14) have no more reason to ignore it as God’s mouth-
piece in united study than in their own private study; no
more, either, than they would a living teacher.

And should any be disposed to worship the humble human
instrumentality chosen of God as the channel for this blessing
of present truth, we say to such: “See thou do it not; for I
am thy fellow servant [not thy Lord}, and [fellow servant]
of thy brethren the prophets [all true teachers or mouth-
pieces of Godl: . .. Worship God.” (Rev.22:9) The water
of life and the giver of it, and not the earthen vessel through
which it is sent, are to be reverenced. The earthen vessels
have naught whereof to glory. What have we ourselves that
we did not first receive o§ the Lord ¥—1 Cor. 4:86, 7.

¢ See MiLLEnN1aL Dawn, Vo, 111, Chap. iv.
? See MILLENNTAL DAwN, VoL, 111, Chap. iii.
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The God-given plan of the ages is what we should all use
in the study of the Bible, if we would get the treasures of
wisdom and grace, and strength for service in these perilous
harvest times, for which it is divinely provided. Each one who
recognizes this as a God-given light should use it in the study
of the Word, Each should make it his own light as God
intended. Each should become so proficient in its use as
to be able to answer every question that could be asked re-
specting the general plam of God. But alas! some seem to
feel that this is Brother Russell’s plan, and that they should
originate their own. But this is a great mistake. It is not
our plan, but God’s. If not God’s plan, it is of no value,
We do not want any human plans. Surely men cannot make
plans for God that he will recognize; for his own plans have
been since “before the foundation of the world.,” God has but
one plan, and it is unalierable; and now that he has revealed
it, we confess that it is wonderful, yet as simple as it is beau-
tiful, It is a plan, however, that men could not conceive or
arrange, Its thoughts are higher than man’s thougths; and
hence in all the centuries past men have never even approxi-
mated this divine plan of the ages.

So then the Bible, the standard, should be studied in the
light of this God-given tcaching, until each one is proficient—
an able teacher of it. Then each should let his light shine
—humbly serving it to others.

Some, alas! when their eyes are opened to see God’s loving
plan of the ages, while surprised, and thankful to God for
the present truth, neglect to do more than hastily taste of it;
and then they hasten on, as they say, to “hunt for more”
What they should do would better be to nse well what God
has already given us as his people. There is a famine in the
land; not for bread, nor for water, but for the Word of the
Lord. (Amos 8:11) Our Lord and Master has come to his
waiting people, and spread for them a bounteous table of
truths, new and old, in order. (Matt. 13:52) We certainly
have no right to ask for more or other blessings, until we have
feasted to the full on what has been set before us. Then we
should exercise ourselves, using the strength received in serv-
ing the feast to others. Neglecting this, it would certainly be
with bad grace that any would attempt to break open any
parts of the storehouse not yet unlocked. Remember the illus-
tration of the time-lock,} which opens easily, without burglar-
izing, at the appointed time.

“Thy words were found [not made, nor gained by human
skill or labor], and I did eat them.” (Jer. 15:16; Rev. 10:10)
Our Lord has always provided for his church the food neces:
sary to her welfare; and he always “giveth liberally.” The
proper attitude for the church is to be active in eating the
food already received and in using the strength derived from
it. She is mot to leave the table bountifully spread to pray
for more. When more would be heneficial, more will be sent
by the hand of some “servant” of God and the church. Nor
will the true “servant” find it necessary to make the food;
for it will be given him by the great Householder. It will be
“found” by him, and when he presents it to the Lord’s family,
they will be able to discern upon it the stamp of divine truth.
And after partaking of it liberally they will dispense it to
others,

Sufficient labor for all comes after we have “found” the
truth,—labor in eating it, studying and appropriating it, and
labor in serving it to others. The labor and bitterness of
experience come not with the getting and first tasting of the
truth, but with the conflict of truth with our own and
other people’s prejudices. Then comes the pleasurable but
often painful labor of serving it to others that they may
find it easily and eat it. The cating of the truth (the proving
of it, and then the appropriating of it to strength) is no
small task. When a new food comes to us, our eyes first
criticize it. If it looks good, we handle it and smell of it;
and finally, still approved, we judge further by biting it
with our teeth; and then our palate judges by the taste,
while our teeth prepare it for nutrition. So every child of
God has considerable labor in the way of proving and eating
his spiritual food, after the Lord has provided it and he
has “fourd” it. The proving is a nccessity because Satan
through his agents is permitted to offer us poisonous food.
God would liave us exercise our spiritual senses and judge
or prove all we eat by the standard, and thus to learn
to distinguish good from evil. This searching and proving
and appropriating, opposcd by the world, the flesh and the
devil, requirc considerable energy and overcoming quality,
and leave little enough of time and energy to help others,

Let us remember, however, that we cannot break open
any secrets which God may wish to conceal as not yet ap-
propriate “meat in due season”; nor should we wish to

1 MILLENNIAL Dawn, Vor, 11, p. 23
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do so. The small boy who bangs away ut the unripe apple
until it falls gets foed which makes him very sick: the
ripe apple is very easily plucked. The unripe chestnut burr
is difficult to pluck and very troublesome to open, and when
open its fruit is unwholesome; but the ripe burr will fall
and open of itself and its meat is sweet. Our diligence
should be rather to wateh the ripening processes of divine
providence. and to hold our minds and hearts in humble
readiness for all the rich fruitage of the advancing seasons.
a<sured that our Master knoweth what things we have need of
and will supply them to us in due time—directly or indirectly,
it matters not so long as it is truth, from him and for us.

In the study of the Word of God in the light of the
Dawx. let ecach one make use of concordances and mar-
ginal references and various translations of the Scriptures
as he may have opportunity: remembering that nothing is
to he accepted as tiuth which does not harmonize with the
letter and spirit of God's Word. It is the Word of God
that is to be eaten: the Dawns and Towrrs are divinely
provided helps for the cutting of the food into eatable por-
tions.—enabling us to “rightly divide the Word of truth.” and
thus facilitating the eating of it.

Such meetings for the study of the Word in the light of
the now revealed plan of the ages have been termed “Dawn
Circles.”” The plan originated with Brother Rahn, of Balti-
more, several years ago, and he and the other members of the
class report much profit therefrom. The same plan has been
pursued in perhaps a score of other cities, and always with
success when rightly conducted. 1In illustration see letters
from Brother Townsend in our issue of Dec. 15, 94 and
Bro. Jeffery in the issue of Jan. 1. ’93. Since the “Circles”
are no longer an experiment, but have practically demon-
strated their value, it seems advisable to announce the mat.
ter <o that all the students of the truth can have the bene-
fit of the experience of others. We advise the holding of
these Circles everywhere. and suggest that you invite to
them only such as are believers in the efficacy of the precious

- hlood of Christ, and of genuine Christian character. But

_any one should be welcomed who is desirous of learning the
way of God more perfectly. As the Apostle savs, “Him that
is weak in the faith [not fully committed to Christ] receive
ve, but not to douhtful disputations”—you do not meet to
discus~ the unheliever’s doubts. hut to confirm the believer’s
faith —Rom. 14:1; 1 Cor. 14:24, 25.

Tt i< advisable that the leader be a good reader, and
that he begin at the leginning of Volume I. He should
pause at the end of each sentence, if necessary, to give full
opportunity for questions or remarks; and at the close of
each paragraph a general discussion of its contents should
he encouraged, together with an examination of texts cited
therein. and any other texts that eppertain to the subject.
His objeet ~hould e to diaw out exjpressions from all. and
to <ce that each person present understands the subject
thoronghy, An entire session might profitably be spent
sometimes upon one or two pages or sometimes on one or
two paragraphs Tach onc of the Circle should have in
hand some tranclation of the Bible or a “Dawn.”

At the close of each chapter each one of the Circle
should endeavor to give his own brief review of its subject,
to «ce how clearly he has grasped it, and to impress it upon
himself the more deeply. Having in view that all are
preparing themselves to impart the truth to others, each
should he cneouraged to attempt a statement of the subject
discussed, in his own words. but preferably in the order
set forth in “Dawn.”

In considering thi~ method of Bible study note how
much of interest and profitable conference could be drawn
from the first chapter of Vol. I. The first paragraph calls our
attention to and applies Psalm 30:5:—“Weeping may en-
dure for a night, hut jov cometh in the morning.” How
many suggestions this will call up to each child of God
precent! (1) The long, dark night of the reign of sin
and death each could contrast with the longer glorious
day. just dawning. in which righteousness and life shall
reign throngh Christ’s great work. (2) The cause of the
night, the withdrawal of divine favor because of disobedi-
ence, could he contrasted with the cause of the morning—
“We were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.”
{3) The cause of the weeping and pain, in the night,—the
eur<e or righteous sentence—“dying thou =<halt die,” could
be contrasted with the cause of joy and rejoicing in the
morning,—“Thy dead men shall live,” when “times of re-
fre<hing shall come—times of restitution of all things which
God hath spoken.” (Acts 3:19-21) Each should be encouraged
to tell what he knowe< experimentally ahout the dark night
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of sin’s control, and also his appreciation of the rays of
light from the Sun of Righteousness now shining, and of the
glorious prospects which are thus revealed to his eye of faith.

The second paragraph is built upon Isaiah 55:8, 9; and
it has much food for thought and profitable converse. These
two paragraphs might well fill the time of one session; and
if the Circle be a large one it might require two sessions to
fully digest them.

The third, fourth and fifth paragraphs consider what
should be our object as truth-seekers, what we should seek,
and what God promises we shall find—John 16:13 and
other references coming to mind. Then the sixth para-
graph considers the proper methods for Bible study, and
refers to Eph. 4:11-16; besides which many other references
will oceur to the Circle. Paragraphs eight and nine contrast
proper and improper methods of study. and call up an entirely
new set of interesting scriptures. These paragraphs—third
to ninth—would give a grand and helpful Bible and plan
study for a second session of the Circle.

The next seven paragraphs, 10 to 16 inclusive, treat of
the present religious condition of the world, and would
make a wonderful third lesson if rightly used. A Towrr
article on the same subject (Feb. '90, page 3) might also be
introduced here with profit. How many interesting questions
and suggestions come to all minds, some correct and some
incorrect, and how helpful each could be to the other in
building one another up in the most holy faith; and on
leaving for home, how many would appreciate more fully
than ever the general darkness of the world and the value
of the light and of open eyes to see it. And thus we might
progress, every lesson being full of instruction and of cor-
rect applications of Scripture. The Circles will be all the
more interesting if there be present some “believers” not
long in “this way.” It would be well to tell your Christian
friends, who show even a little interest in the truth about
the Cirele, and invite them to attend from the first. But
should new inquirers come in after the Circle has advanced
some distance, it will not be necessary to go back for their
benefit, for they can at homé read up to the present with
such additional hrief explanations as the leader may deem
advisable.

But some one will say, At that rate we would be
fully a year in going through the first volume of MILLEN-
N1l Dawn, and the three volumes would require three
years! All the better, we answer, if we are furnished with
spiritual refreshment for years, it is far better than if only
for a day: it is not a case of business rush to “get through
with it” that is our aim. but spiritual refreshment in the
study of God’s Word, that we may see clearly for our-
selves and he able to give to him that asketh us a reason
for the hope that is in us. At the close of the series
you would have had under particular, critical examination
hundreds of the most noteworthy texts of Scripture—words of
the Lord’s inspired mouthpieces, brought forward in their
appropriate places to illuminate the various subjects which
constitute the burden of divine revelation—the divine plan.
spanning ages. Surely, if the Bible required nearly two thou-
sand years for its preparation, we should give it reverent
study, and not merely a casual glance and thought. Besides.
when you would have gone through the subject thus thoroughly.
you would doubtless be so proficient that you could answer
promptly any question respecting it and be prepared to quote
the Scriptures fully in support of your statements. Not only
do all need such thorough study to prepare them “for the
work of the ministry,” but each needs such study for his
own protection from the perils which will increase more and
more during this *evil day.”

The method suggested is not merely a reading of the
Dawxs ; for that each could do as well at his home and alone.
Our proposition is for a general study of God’s great plan of
salvation—a comprehensive study of theology—the use of
the DAwNs merely steering the minds of all into the same
Scriptural channels and assisting in rightly dividing the
Word of Truth. There are no scriptures which cannot be
brought into these studies; for all seriptures are directly or
indirectly related to God’s plan. The design includes a
study of the whole Bible in the fullest sense, and the co-
speration of all in bringing forward every text and thought
which could throw light upon the subjects considered.

Knowing the ‘“downwardness” with which all our race
is afflicted, we should, whenever we come together, guard
ourselves and each other by resolving that no communica-
tions shall proceed out of our mouths except such as would
serve to edify ome another, and to build one another up
in the most holy faith. This would bar out “gossip” and
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idle talking, and insure our thinking and talking of “what.-
soever things are just and true and pure and of good re-
port.” If each comes to the meeting praying for the Lord’s
blessing upon himself and on the others of the Lord’s body,
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near and far, it will be found helpful. And may grace
mercy and, peace from God our Father, and from our Lord
Jesus Christ, be with us all who thus seek, more and more,
the way, the truth and the life.

ISRAEL. RENEWING THE COVENANT

SEPT. 22.—JOSH. 24:14-25,
Golden Tewt.—“The Lord our God will we serve. and his voice will we obey.”—Josh. 24:24,

Israel became God’s people by solemn Covenant (See
Fxod. 19:5-8), and on several occasions that Covenant was
renewed that succeeding generations might not forget the
obligations thereby resting upon them. The instance be-
fore us was one of these occasions, and & very appropriate
one—after their settlement in the land of promise and when
Joshua their leader, being very old, must of necessity soon
be taken from them by death. Joshua, therefore, remembering
the command of Moses to thus remind the people of their
covenant obligations (Deut. 27), made this the occasion for
solemn exhortation, warning and counsel, as well as for lead-
ing the people to a renewal of their vows and a purging of
themselves from every semblance of idolatry, which his ad-
dress shows still lingered in some degree among them.

The counsel of Joshua was reverently received, the Cove-
nant was rencwed, and the nation purged itself from idolatry,
and in consequence was prospered and blessed. But why, we
may reasonably inquire, should we be interested now in
seemingly trivial matters of history of a date so remote? Why
so minutely consider the experience and doings of that nation
more than others of the ancient peoples? Or why are they
<o minutely given by the sacred writers?

Their importance to us lies in the fact that in the exper-
iences of that consecrated people were foreshadowed those
of God’s consecrated people of this Gospel age; and in
God’s dealings with them we can read his judgment of us
under similar circumstances, we, the Gospel church, being
the antitypes of fleshly Israel, the spiritual Israel of God—
nominally, as in the type, including all the professed mem-
bers of the church, but actually only those who are truly
the Lord’s—*“Israelites indeed,” Christians indeed.

In the nation of Israel (nominal Israel) we observe a
constant tendency to idolatry, while a faithful few (“Israel-
ites indeed”) always resisted this tendency, and. with fixed
purpose of heart, worshipped the Lord in the beauty of
holiness and endeavored to influence others to similar faithful-
ness. But their forefathers prior to Abraham were idolaters;
the nations all about them were idolaters; and idolatrous
worship, unlike the worship of the true God, imposed ne
restraints upon the downward tendencies of the fallen na-
ture, but, on the contrary, cultivated and pandered to its
depravity. Nor did it require faith in the unseen, but
presented to the senses tangible objects of worship with
rites and ceremonies suited to the carnal nature. Hence
the continual gravitation of the nation toward idolatry, not-
withstanding the wonderful power and goodness of God
manifested on their behalf. Joshua. after calling attention

to the marvels of divine providence which their wonderiul
lustory furnished, urged upon the people a prompt and firm
decision, saying, “Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.”
ote.

Joshua also gave them distinetly to understand that in
choosing to serve the Lord it must be whole-hearted and
sincere service, & full and complete turning to the Lord,
and the putting away of all rivals, This exhortation was
coupled with warnings of the Lord’s indignation and wrath
if they should wickedly ignore or violate their Covenant
and turn to idolatry. “And the people said unto Joshua.
The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.”

Happy indeed was it for Israel that such was their
decision; and happy would it be for all God’s consecrated
people, if, with fixedness of purpose, they would pay their
vows unto the Most High. In his dealings with typical
Tsrael we see that our God is a jealous God and that he
desires whole-hearted devotion to himself. If we permit any
rival to occupy the mind and heart that was solemnly con-
cecrated to him alone, then we are unfaithful to him and
wickedly despising our covenant. Iet the janguage of
every consecrated heart be, “The Lord our God will we serve.
and his voice will we obey.”

“If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then
he will turn and do you hurt and consume you, after that
he hath dome you good.” The fact that the Lord has richly
blessed us in the past while we were in the way with him is
no guarantee that he will continue his favor with us after
we have forsaken him. On the contrary, his positive declara-
tion is that he will withdraw his favor from all such. In
addition to the above the prophet Ezekiel says, “When a
righteous man doth turn from his righteousness and commit
iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall
die.” And Paul adds [“because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved”], “God shall send
them strong delusions, that they should believe a lie: that they
all might be condemned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.”—Ezek. 3:20; 2 Thes 2:11, 12,
See also Heb, 6:4-8; 10:26-31.

We should observe specially in Heb, 10:20 the reference
to a sorer punishment to be visited upon the covenant-de-
spisers of this age than that visited upon the same class
in the Jewish age, because of the higher privileges and ad-
vantages received here and despised. The death penalty
there was a hasty visitation of the original Adamic penalty.
but the death penalty here upon the willful covenant-
despisers is the second death from which there is no eseape

THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES

OCT. 6.—JUDGES 2:1-12, 16.
Golden Tewt—“The Lord raised up judge: which delivered them.”-—Judges 2:186.

No special comment is needed on the simple narrative
of this lesson, except to call attention to the Lord’s providen-
tial care over his people, notwithstanding their wayward-
ness and many backslidings.

It should be noted that the object in raising up judges
was a gracious and beneficient one: it was to deliver and
bless the people, not to condemn and punish them, though
the latter idea of judgment is too often the only thought
gathered from it by many minds. The term judgment applies
to the whole process of trial and the administration of justice.

In this view of the office of a judge how precious is
the promise that our blessed Lord Jesus cometh to judge
the world in righteousness. His judgment will be the great-
est blessing the world could possibly have. Though it will
come in wrath and indignation against all unrighteousness:
though it will lay judgment to the line and righteousness
to the plummet; though it will rudely sweep away every
refuge of lies and expose all the hidden things of dark-
ness; though his iron rod will dash the nations to pieces
as a potter’s vessel; and though he will suddenly bring
down every high thing that exalteth itself (Isa. 13:5-9;
28:17; 1 Cor. 4:5; Psa. 2:9; Isa. 2:11), nevertheless his
judgment will be for the world’s deliverance; for he wounds
to heal. And when mankind has been thoroughly submitted
to the leveling process of the great “time of trouble,” and
has been humbled and made teachable by it, then the same wise

Judge will turn to bless—to heal the broken-hearted, to
deliver the captives of sin and death, to speak peace unto the
nations, to make wars to cease to the ends of the earth, to
give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning and the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, and to wipe
away all tears from off all faces.—Isa. 19:22; 61:1-3; Zech
9:10; Psa., 46:9; Isa. 25:8; Rev. 21:4.

In this view of the day of judgment, nothwithstanding
the commotion that shall attend it, but realizing that thc
great Judge of all the earth comes to bring forth judgment
to victory, to establish truth and righteousness on a firm
and enduring footing, and to punish all that oppose that
blessed work, we understand the joy of the Prophet-Psalmist.
when, looking forward to this glorious time, he exclaimed, Let
the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; let the fields
he joyful; let the sea roar and the floods clap their hands.
and let the hills be joyful together before the Lord: for he
cometh to judge the world, and the people with equity.—
Psalms 98:7-9.

So let our hearts rejoice and our tongues be glad; and
let the blessed secret be known among the saints, that the
Liord is now present, and that we are living in the days of
the Son of man; and let our joyful hearts and voices bid
him a royal welcome: for indeed he hath put a new ong
into our mouths.

[1869]



